CORPS MARCH





Prior to 1870 the Corps quick marched to “I’m Ninety-five, I’m Ninety-five”, an old 95th or Rifle Brigade March, unaware that authority had previously been granted for “The British Grenadiers” to be adopted as its Regimental Quick March.  The exact origins of “Wings” as the Corps Regimental March is obscure, but it is known that in 1870, still unaware of “The British Grenadiers” the Commandant, School of Military Engineering, directed the Band Committee to adopt a popular air of the day as the Regimental Quick March.  The Committee adopted “Wings”.  It is a combination of two tunes, scored by Bandmaster Newstead of the RE Band, one being from the air “The Path Across The Hills”, a tune of unknown German origin, and the other “Wings” by Miss Dickson.  In 1889 the Corps was ordered to adopt “The British Grenadiers” and it was not until 1902 that “Wings” was also officially recognised.





The words of “Wings” are as follows:





Wings to bear me over mountain and vale away:


Wings to bathe my spirit in morning’s sunny ray;


Wings that I may hover at morn above the sea;


Wings through life to bear me, and death triumphantly.





Wings like youth’s fleet moments which swiftly o’er me passed:


Wings like my early visions, too bright, too fair to last;


Wings that I might recall them, the loved, the lost, the dead;


Wings that I might fly after the past, long vanished.





Wings to lift me upwards, soaring with Eagle flight;


Wings to waft me heav’nwards to bask in realms of light;


Wings to be no more wearied, lulled in eternal rest;


Wings to be sweetly folded where Faith and Love are blessed.





